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Food Safety 

Soil Health 

Pest Management 
including effective pest control strategies, Integrated Pest Management (IPM), pest 
activity reports, addressing new pest problems, education, regional scouting programs 
and problem solving 

including farm food safety/Good Agricultural 
Practices (GAPs), GAPs Quality Assurance and Food 

including cover crops, reduced tillage, decreased 
compaction, increased organic matter, and grower 
education 

Market Development 

Variety Evaluation 

Cultural Practices 

in local, on-farm trials 

support for creation of new Farmers Markets, promoting 
established markets, season extension research and new 
potential crops 

including fertility, nutrient management and yield 
enhancement 

For more information about our program, contact us! 
Chuck Bornt: 518-859-6213          cdb13@cornell.edu 
Laura McDermott: 518-791-5038  lgm4@cornell.edu 
Crystal Stewart: 518-775-0018    cls263@cornell.edu 

Program Areas 



 

H ighlights 

Use of season extension techniques for late season marketing of crops 
continues to gain in popularity. The CDVSFP partnered with a Washington 
County grower to show almost 30 growers from throughout the Capital District 
the production potential of winter greens and to allow them to “test run” 
different seeders appropriate for this setting. Winter grown or stored 
vegetables can be sold at our expanding winter markets or through winter CSA 
shares, with winter profits 15-25% higher than summer season sales. Farmers 
state that the added income of “off” season sales has really helped their overall 
farm profitability and sustainability. 

Season Extension for Late Season Markets 

A pumpkin spacing trial was completed at a Washington County farm, resulting in important yield data that 
will help growers make the most of limited growing space and resources.  

 

A pumpkin variety trial was completed in Columbia County, and results were shared at a field meeting and 
will be shared at the Montgomery County Mohawk Valley Produce Auction Growers’ Meeting and at the 
annual winter meeting in Albany. As the market for pumpkins continues to shift, helping growers understand 
the performance of new varieties is key to their competitiveness. 

 

The tomato variety trial was moved to a conventional farm, and was challenged by widespread bacterial 
canker. This new situation allowed growers to judge the 
performance of varieties through a different light, but also 
provided the opportunity to have Dr. Andrew Landers 
speak at a field meeting about the importance of choosing 
appropriate spray equipment to maximize efficiency and 
minimize spread of disease. 

 

Field Trials Provide Tangible Benefits for Growers 



 

Comprehensive Garlic Research Project 

Year one of a two-year project has been completed. This year 3 post-harvest 
research trials were completed, three fertility trials were installed , and two 
weed control  trials have been installed with data collection scheduled to for 
the 2013 growing season. Data from the post-harvest trials has been shared 
with growers at the state’s largest garlic festival, through our seasonal 
newsletter, and through the monthly newsletter. Data will also be shared at 
the 2013 garlic schools, which attracted nearly 100 growers last year. It is 
anticipated that growers who move from traditional post-harvest handling to 
the methods advocated in this study will reduce losses by 30-50%  This work 
was funded through a Northeast SARE Grant.  
 

Regional Pest Scouting keeps growers ahead of problems 

Sweet corn traps for corn earworm,  2 strains of European corn borer (ECB), and Fall Armyworm traps were 
set. We also trapped for a new pest this year, Western Bean 
cutworm.  These traps were placed at farms in Greene, Schoharie, 
Columbia, Rensselaer, Washington, Saratoga, Albany, Fulton and 
Montgomery counties and were monitored weekly with catch 
findings reported in the Weekly Update. 

Spotted Wing Drosophila populations reached epidemic levels this 
year as many growers abandoned plantings of fall raspberries.  This 
pest poses a serious threat to the industry—ongoing trapping, 
education and research will be necessary to help growers understand 
the best approach to management of this pest.  

Reducing Losses from Phytophthora infestans 

The flooding of 2011 introduced P-cap to many fields that had previously been 
free of this damaging disease. We responded by visiting growers we suspected 
might have been infected by flood waters to scout for the disease, responding 
to grower concerns, and by creating a series of three webinars featuring 
statewide experts on these diseases. These presentations will be available on 
our website for growers to access throughout the winter and into following 
seasons, allowing yet another channel to access information. The three 
webinars cover detecting P-cap in the field, preventing the spread of P-cap 
from infested to uninfested areas of the farm, and farming with the disease, 
which cannot be cured. 



 

Providing Specialized Training for Beginning and Women Farmers 

We have provided training to approximately 90 beginning women farmers from New York, helping them to 
become both good farmers and agricultural entrepreneurs. We  instructed three online courses through the Small 
Farms Program on both vegetable and berry production. Finally, we secured a USDA Farmers Direct Marketing 
Program Grant to add 40 new vegetable growers to the CDVSFP with the goal of increasing availability of fresh 
fruits and vegetables to people living in “food deserts” in the Capital District. These new farmers are provided with 
targeted training to help bring them to the level where they can gain from all CDVSFP programming.  

Educational Meetings Draw  the Best East-Coast Resources 

The CDVSFP is committed to the continuing education of our 
fruit and vegetable growers.   We have continued to use 
traditional formats for disseminating information , but have 
also increased the use of distance learning techniques such 
as webinars and poly-com meetings.  This allows us to bring 
speakers from outside the region that we otherwise might 
not be able to host  We have had speakers from other parts 
of New York as well as Pennsylvania, Maine and 
Massachusetts. 

Cooperation with other Programs Expands the Reach of CDVSFP 

The addition of our technician, Abigail, has allowed us to cooperate on projects when we might not otherwise be 
able to.  

Development of workplace CSA 
materials for growers and for host 
sites.  These materials will be made 
available to growers statewide, and 
will help stimulate the expansion of 
CSA’s as a market.  

Participation in statewide produce 
auction economics survey (program 
leader: Megan Fenton), which will be 
used to leverage statewide support 
for this growing aspect of the 
industry. 

Development of resource guide for 
growers in the capital district, 
modeled on previous CCE agriculture 
economic development program 
efforts.  



CAPITAL DISTRICT VEGETABLE & SMALL FRUIT PROGRAM 

Impacts in New York 

 

 

 

 

 

 

200 growers and service providers received the Weekly Update, 
a publication including regional insect scouting information, up-
to-date disease information tailored to local growers, and 
forecasts to help growers make the best management decisions 
possible while reducing unnecessary pesticide use.  

 Variety trials for Irish potato, field-grown tomatoes and pumpkins provided growers with detailed informa-
tion about how emerging varieties perform in the Capital District in terms of both yield and disease resis-
tance. Information is shared at field meetings, winter meetings, and in our newsletters.  

 

Launching a shared website has improved our ability 
to provide digital outreach to our growers and other 
service providers. http://cdvsfp.cce.cornell.edu/  

 

85 women from the Northeast sharpened their farming, financial, and environmental stewardship skills 
through the Beginning Women Farmer Program 

6 on-farm trials were installed to study post-harvest handling and fertility of garlic. Information gained 
through these trials will be disseminated throughout the northeast at winter 
meetings, at three New York garlic schools,  and in seasonal newsletters.  

Growers were continually updated on the spread of and control measures for 
Spotted Winged Drosophila, a devastating new invasive pest of berries. Trapping 
at three different locations in the region provided accurate information about 
this pest.  CDVSFP staff will be involved in future research and extension projects 
regarding this insect.  

40 new growers were enrolled in the program through a  USDA Farmers’ Market 
Promotion Program Grant. These growers received all the benefits of being in 
the program plus special trainings tailored to them, including general disease and berry updates and basic 
business management support. Farmers from each of our 11 counties were invited to participate in this two
-year program.  

Weekly monitoring of sweet corn insect traps in 9 different locations throughout the region helps growers 
keep abreast of onset of pest problems. 

Hundreds of growers received one-on-one assistance 
from the regional vegetable specialists through on-farm visits and phone consultations. This person-to-
person approach transfers  meaningful research-based information to growers quickly and efficiently.   



Veg Edge Newsletter 
32 Issues (8 Monthly and 25 Seasonal Weekly) 
Published monthly October-May and weekly May-September. 
Includes calendar of events (including programs with DEC 
credits available), pesticide registration updates, and Univer-
sity and Extension articles on vegetable production, pest man-
agement and marketing. Veg Edge Weekly focuses on timely 
information regarding crop development, and pest activity and 
control.  
 

Requested Farm Visits 
Cornell Vegetable Program Specialists have access to a wealth 
of information to help solve problems on the farm.  
 

Conduct/Coordinate On-Farm Research Trials  
Cornell Vegetable Program Specialists lead and coordinate 
dozens of on-farm research projects in the region, making 
Cornell research highly relevant to Cornell Vegetable Program 
growers. 
 

Annual  Winter Meeting* 
Formal meeting designed to provide fresh market growers 
with the latest information on production practices, pest man-
agement and varieties. 
 

Produce Auction Meetings* 
Winter meetings on pest management, fertility and auction 
marketing. Cornell faculty and growers from auctions in other 
states are guest speakers. 

Crop-Specific Winter Workshops* 
Such as the recent weed management workshops for snap 
bean, dry bean and pea growers. 
 

Empire State Fruit & Vegetable Expo 
All Cornell Vegetable Program Specialists serve on the plan-
ning committee for this major state-wide event. They play vital 
roles in organizing and chairing the educational sessions. 
 

Summer Twilight Meetings & Tours* 
Growers view on-farm research trials and demonstrations first 
hand. 
 

Three part webinar series on Phytophthora capsici 
management.   
With support from NY IPM and Cornell faculty we have spon-
sored 3 webinars on the detection and management of 
P.cap—a growing problem in the region. 
 
* reduced registration fees for CDVSFP enrollees 

 

CORNELL VEGETABLE PROGRAM  
Benefits of Enrollment 

County # Farms # Acres Est. Value $ 

Albany 59 749 4,613,091 

Columbia 69 975 6,005,025 

Fulton 21 112 680,808 

Greene 24 1146 7,058,214 

Montgomery 26 759 4,674,681 

Rensselaer 62 1324 8,154,516 

Saratoga 62 274 1,687,566 

Schenectady 23 471 2,900,889 

Schoharie 48 891 5,487,669 

Warren 8 9 55,431 

Washington 47 1049 6,460,791 

TOTAL 449 7759 $47,787,681 

Value of the 

Capital District’s 

Vegetable Industry 
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TRUSTED 
SOURCE 
Research-Based 

KNOWLEDGE 
VEGETABLE 

VEGETABLE 
Specialists 
Chuck Bornt 
Vine crops, sweet corn, potatoes, tomatoes and reduced tillage  

Small fruits, leafy greens, labor, high tunnels, and food safety  

Laura McDermott 

Small and beginning farms, organic, root crops, brassicas, and garlic  

Crystal Stewart 

Advisory Members  

Albany: Tim Albright and Tim Stanton  

Columbia: John Altobelli, Bryan Samascott,                                                                                               
Jody Bolluyt (organic)  

Fulton: Eric and Stephanie Grey  

Greene: Pete Kavakos, Jr. and Jim Story  

Montgomery: Jim Hoffman and Ken Fruehstorfer (organic)  

Rensselaer: Larry Eckhardt and David  Mesick  

Schenectady: Al Lansing and Keith        Buhrmaster  

Saratoga: Craig DeVoe  

Schoharie: Bob and Linda Cross, and Jake Hooper  

Washington: George Armstrong and Rich Moses  

Warren: Kim Feeney  

Industry Representatives: Jay Matthews and Paul 
Peckham  

3-Person Leadership Team 

Chuck Bornt, Vegetable Specialist 
Steve Reiners, Cornell Faculty 
Mark Giles, Cornell Administration 

Abigail Foster 
Seasonal technician, CDVSFP 


